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ABSTRACT

This report assembles published 2026 pricing for residential artificial-grass installation in Brampton
and the Greater Toronto Area, then models the ten-year cost of owning a synthetic lawn against a
natural lawn on a representative Brampton property. All inputs are drawn from published sources — a
Brampton installer's 2026 price guide, a GTA-wide cost guide, the Region of Peel's 2026 water and
wastewater rates, the 2021 Census and Environment and Climate Change Canada climate normals —
with every modelling assumption stated where it is used.

We find that a mid-grade artificial lawn for a typical 500 sq ft Brampton backyard costs $7,500—
$9,000 installed; that irrigating the equivalent natural lawn uses roughly 27.9 m3 of water per
season, costing $66 to $102 at Peel's 2026 rates depending on the household's billing
tier; and that the conversion breaks even in approximately six years against professionally
serviced lawn care. Against do-it-yourself care it does not pay back in cash, and no Brampton or
Peel rebate exists to shorten either timeline — the defensible case for turf is time, consistency and
restriction-proofing, not subsidies.

KEY FINDINGS AT A GLANCE

$12-22 $7.5-9k $66-102 ~6 yrs

per sq ft installed price mid-grade 500 sq ft seasonal water + break-even vs
range published for Brampton backyard, wastewater cost of that professionally serviced
Brampton in 2026 installed lawn, by billing tier lawn care (500 sq ft)
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1 The Brampton market and the 2026 pricing basis

Brampton is one of Canada's fastest-growing large cities: the 2021 Census counted 656,480 residents [1] in
182,472 households, after 10.6% growth between 2016 and 2021 — the fastest rate among Canada's 25
largest cities. The dwelling stock is 52.6% single-detached, 78.1% of households own their home, and at 3.6
persons Brampton carries the highest average household size among Canada's 15 largest municipalities [2].
That profile — owner-occupied detached homes with large households making heavy use of private yards —
explains why Brampton is one of the GTA's most active residential artificial-grass markets.

Two published references anchor the 2026 cost basis: a Brampton installer's 2026 price guide [3] and a GTA-
wide installer guide [4] (Table 1). The Brampton guide prices entry work at $12—14 per sq ft installed, mid-
grade systems at $15—-18 — described as the most common specification for Brampton backyards — and
premium systems at $19—22. Most Brampton residential projects therefore price between $12 and $22 per
sq ft installed. The turf carpet itself is roughly $3—8 per sq ft of an installed price; excavation, aggregate base,
compaction, labour and finishing make up the rest [3]. The guide also cautions that Brampton's heavy clay

soils often demand extra base preparation for drainage — a local cost driver Section 6 returns to.

Table 1 — Published 2026 installed-price references for the Brampton market. Sources: [3][4].

Reference Basis Published figure
Brampton 2026 guide (entry / mid-grade / fully installed,
.p g fentry g y ) $12-14 / $15-18 / $19-22 per sq ft
premium) residential
o ) ) ) fully installed, $10-12/ $13-18 / $19-25+ per sq
GTA-wide installer guide (entry / mid / premium) _ .
residential ft
GTA guide, typical complete project 400-700 sq ft backyard $5,000-$12,000 total

2 What a typical Brampton project costs

Applying the Brampton mid-grade band to three representative backyard sizes produces the planning
estimates in Table 2; the band's $16.50 midpoint gives the single-figure column, and the published $15-18
band the range column.

Table 2 — Representative project costs at published Brampton mid-grade rates. Derived from [3]; assumptions in §M.

Project Area At $16.50/sq ft At $15-18/sq ft
Compact courtyard or side yard 300 sq ft $4,950 $4,500-5,400
Typical family backyard 500 sq ft $8,250 $7,500-9,000
Large or deep lot 700 sq ft $11,550 $10,500-12,600

These are planning figures, not quotations: access, soil and product selection move any project within or
beyond the band (Section 6). The report's reference project is a 500 sq ft Brampton backyard — a mid-grade
conversion at $7,500—%$9,000 installed, $8,250 at the midpoint.
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3 Ten-year cost comparison: artificial vs natural

The fair comparison frame is total cost of ownership across the surface's service life; this report uses a ten-year
window. Table 3 sets out both ownership stacks for the 500 sq ft reference lawn; every figure is either
published (and cited) or a stated assumption (§M).

Table 3 — Ten-year ownership stacks for a 500 sq ft Brampton lawn. Sources and assumptions: [3][5][6]; §M.

Component Artificial lawn Natural lawn (serviced) Natural lawn (DIY)
Establishment (turf install / sod + labour) $8,250 $1,000 $1,000
Irrigation, 27.9 m3/season at Peel 2026 tier-1 rates - $66/yr $66/yr
Mowing service / own equipment & time = $1,100/yr (A) time only (A)
Fertilizer, overseeding, weed control — $150/yr (A) $150/yr (A)
Upkeep (rinse, brush, infill top-up) $100/yr (A) - -
Ten-year total $9,250 $14,160 $3,160 + time

(A) marks a stated assumption, not a sourced figure (§M). The two natural-lawn scenarios bracket how
Brampton households keep grass: fully serviced care, or do-it-yourself care where the principal cost is the

owner's time — roughly 30 hours per season at 24 weekly mows (assumption).

$16k

$14,160

$12k

$9,250

$8k

$4k $3,160

$0
Natural (DIY) Artificial Natural (serviced)

Figure 1 — Ten-year total cost of ownership for a 500 sq ft Brampton lawn under three maintenance regimes. DIY excludes the
value of the owner's time. Derived from [3][5][6]; assumptions in §M.

The result cuts both ways, and we report both. Against professionally serviced lawn care, the artificial lawn
is the cheaper ten-year proposition by roughly $4,900. Against do-it-yourself care, turf never catches up in
cash terms; what it buys instead is roughly 300 hours of owner time over the decade, a lawn that stays green
and usable through dry summers and watering restrictions, and an end to re-sodding worn patches. Even
against serviced care the advantage is back-loaded — the conversion runs behind until about year six
(Section 5).
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4 The water component at Peel's 2026 rates

Water and wastewater in Brampton are billed by the Region of Peel, not the city. Effective April 1, 2026, single-
unit homes pay $1.1308/m3 for the first 50 m3 per billing period and $2.4321/m3 above it; wastewater is
billed separately at $1.4538/m3 applied to 85% of metered use [5]. Combined, that is a marginal cost of about
$2.37/m3 in the first tier and $3.67/m3 in the second (derived from the published rates).

Using the growing-season irrigation model described in §M (2.5 cm per week over 24 weeks on 46.45 m2), the
500 sq ft reference lawn consumes 27.9 m3 per season. At the first-tier combined rate that is about $66 per
year; if a household's total metered use pushes its irrigation into the second tier, the same water costs up to
$102. Tier position matters in Brampton: the country's largest average households (3.6 persons [2]) sit closer
to the 50 m3 threshold, so summer watering more often bills at the upper rate.

Table 4 — Seasonal irrigation volume and cost by lawn size and billing tier. Derived from [5]; assumptions in §M.

Lawn Seasonal volume At tier 1 ($2.37/m?3) At tier 2 ($3.67/m?3)
300 sq ft (27.9 m?) 16.7 me $40 $61
500 sq ft (46.5 m?) 27.9m? $66 $102
700 sq ft (65.0 m?) 39.0 m? $92 $143

Water savings alone do not pay for a conversion at Peel's 2026 rates; the case rests on factors beyond the bill.
Peel has no permanent lawn-watering bylaw — its conservation guidance is voluntary [7] — but mandatory
bans arrive with supply emergencies: in August 2025 the Region banned all outdoor water use in Bolton for up
to 72 hours [8]. Outdoor use is also more than 30% of typical household consumption, with up to half of
irrigation water lost to wind, evaporation and runoff [10].

LOCAL CONTEXT — BILLED TWICE FOR WATER THAT NEVER ENTERS A SEWER

Because Peel bills wastewater on 85% of metered water use [5], every cubic metre sprinkled on a
Brampton lawn accrues wastewater charges even though none of it reaches a sewer. Eliminating lawn
irrigation removes both charges; the fixed quarterly meter charges ($48.09 water, $33.15 wastewater
[5]) remain either way.

5 Payback period and sensitivity

Figure 2 (next page) tracks cumulative cost for the reference project: the artificial and serviced-natural curves
cross at roughly year six, and turf finishes the decade about $4,900 ahead. Because mowing is a flat cost
regardless of lawn size, smaller projects break even faster: a 300 sq ft courtyard recovers its upfront difference
in roughly 3.7 years (annual saving $1,190 on a $4,350 difference), the 500 sq ft reference in about six ($1,216
on $7,250), and a 700 sq ft project in about 8.2 years ($1,242 on $10,150). No subsidy accelerates these
timelines: Brampton's Rain Ready Homes program offers no stormwater credit to single homes [11], and Peel
Region offers no lawn-replacement rebate — payback here is entirely avoided cost.
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Figure 2 — Cumulative ownership cost, 500 sq ft Brampton lawn, years 0-10. The artificial and serviced-natural curves cross at
roughly year six. Derived; assumptions in §M.

6 What moves a Brampton quote up or down

Published ranges are wide because sites differ. The factors Brampton installers price for:

e Base preparation. Brampton's heavy clay holds water and shifts through freeze-thaw cycles — January's
average low is —8.9 °C at the Pearson normals station [9] — so local quotes routinely carry deeper

aggregate bases and drainage grading [3].

e Access. Narrow side yards in mature pockets mean wheelbarrow labour and longer carries; newer
subdivisions with open rear access price lower for the same area.

¢ Product tier. Face weight, pile height and backing separate a $12 entry product from a $22 premium
one; putting-green surfaces sit above even premium landscape turf [3][4].

e Shape and edges. Curves, tree rings, garden-bed borders and interlock edges add cutting and seaming

time.

e Project size. Delivery, disposal and equipment are largely fixed costs; larger areas spread them over more
square feet, lowering the unit rate [4].

LOCAL CONTEXT — DRAINAGE AFTER THE WETTEST SUMMER ON RECORD

Summer 2024 was the wettest ever recorded at Pearson Airport — 475.8 mm of rain against a 222 mm
average — and the July 2024 storm alone caused over $940 million in insured damage across southern
Ontario, with Brampton basement flooding widely documented; Peel has since flagged Brampton and
Mississauga as two of Ontario's most flood-vulnerable municipalities [12]. A well-built turf base sheds

water, but turf is not a basement fix: grading, downspouts and backwater valves do that work.




M Methodology & data sources

This is a desk-research report. Published figures were collected in August 2026 from the sources listed under
References: a Brampton installer's 2026 price guide, a GTA-wide installer cost guide, Region of Peel water-rate
and conservation pages, the 2021 Census via the City of Brampton's GeoHub and Invest Brampton bulletins,
Environment and Climate Change Canada climate normals (Toronto Pearson Int'l A, 1991-2020), a U.S. EPA
WaterSense statistics page, a regional sod supplier's listed prices, the City of Brampton's Rain Ready Homes
page, and press reporting of the 2024 GTA flood events.

Stated assumptions (not sourced facts): (i) irrigation model — an actively maintained lawn receives
2.5 cm of water per week over a 24-week southern Ontario growing season (a widely used horticultural
guideline); (ii) the reference lawn is 500 sq ft (46.45 m2); (iii) mowing service $1,100/season; (iv)
fertilizer/overseeding/weed control $150/yr; (v) turf upkeep $100/yr; (vi) sod establishment $2/sq ft — listed
sod material runs about $0.80/sq ft [6], with site preparation and laying labour making up the balance; (vii)
DIY time =30 h/season; (viii) irrigation is costed at the first-tier combined rate unless stated otherwise.
Derived figures combine these assumptions with the cited rates; changing any assumption changes the results
— Section 5 shows the sensitivity to project size.

Limitations

Prices are published planning figures, not quotations; actual quotes vary with site conditions. The irrigation model is a guideline-
based estimate — real households water differently, and the 806.8 mm of annual precipitation recorded in the 1991—2020 Pearson
normals reduces irrigation need in normal summers [9]. Billing-tier position varies by household, so the tier-1 water cost is a lower
bound. Ten-year figures are undiscounted nominal dollars. This report is not an engineering, agronomic or financial assessment of
any specific property.
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